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suddenly irradiated at some half-way point by daybeams rich
as hers. But her strong sense that neither she nor any human
being deserved less than was given, did not blind her to the
fact that there were others receiving less who had deserved
much more. And in being forced to class herself among the
fortunate, she did not cease to wonder at the persistence of
the unforeseen, when the one to whom such unbroken tran-
quillity had been accorded in the adult stage was she whose
youth had seemed to teach that happiness was but the occa-
sional episode in a general drama of pain."

These stern sentences do not seem at first glance to refer
immediately to the drama which has preceded them; that
drama is the tragedy of Henchard, and his fate was too
disastrous adequately to be met even in this mood of sober,
resignation. But they have a deeper and more significant
connection with his story, for they relate it to the general
experience of mankind. This is what we must all feel, says
Hardy, about a world in which such a fate as Henchard's is
possible, even if we have been fortunate enough to escape it.
Suddenly we see the particular instance in its place in the
universal schem^J

He ends "Tess" also with a generalisation. "Justice was
done," so the last paragraph begins, "and the President of
the Immortals .. . had ended his sport with Tess." But here
Hardy has been too deeply moved by Tess's agony to detach
himself from it in the same way. The words are a defiant,
despairing cry against the injustice of the universal plan.
' ^ Hardy's books do not always end thus on a crashing major
chord,\ He is also master of the dying fall, the Miltonic
close in calm of mind, all passion spent, the fading echoing
music that, when soft voices die, vibrates in the memory.
"Under the Greenwood Tree" presents us with an example.
It has a happy ending. All is well. The worthy hero is
married to the charming heroine, and amid the cheers of
their neighbours they drive off to their own home.

The risk about such an" end is that it may seem too sweet